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21%
of girls enrolled at primary school continue 
to secondary education while ONLY 7% 
continue to higher secondary education.5

8% of the approx 76,600 schools in Bihar  
provide some kind of secondary education.3

ONLY

#2Bihar ranks second for 
out of school girls of 
across all Indian States.2

children aged 6-13 are  
out of school in Bihar.1

MILLION1.1+

30%
GIRLS

20%
BOYS

aged 14-16 are  
unable to solve  
basic subtraction.8

are unable to read  
basic texts of Std. 2.7

28%
GIRLS

21%
BOYS

46%
GIRLS

34%
BOYS

aged 14-16 are  
unable to do division.9

transition from  
secondary to higher
secondary education.10

43%
GIRLS

45%
BOYS

107
ONLY

is the average amount of students  
in a secondary classroom.4

38% of all schools are  
connected to electricity.6

ONLY



THE BENEFITS OF EDUCATING ALL GIRLS UP TO CLASS XII  

India’s Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009 guarantees 
every child between 6 and 14 the right to free and 
compulsory schooling. However, the Act is not 
widely implemented across Bihar with only 1.2% 

schools comply with 10 RTE norms and standards.11 

Many of those who are able to access schools leave 
without the knowledge and skills they need to enter 
the labour markets. This is partly down to a shortage 
of professionally trained teachers. Government 
reports suggest there is a shortage of 34% and 36% 
of teachers at elementary and secondary level.12 Data 
shows that only 52% of teachers are professionally 
trained and qualified.13  
 
These issues in Bihar’s education system are impacted 
by underinvestment by the state government. While 
Bihar has made some significant efforts to improve 
investment in education - Bihar’s 2018-19 budget for 
education represented a 25% increase from the 2017-
18 revised figures 14 and overall has allocated 18% 
on education in 2018-19,15 which is higher than the 
average expenditure allocated to education (15.9%) 
by other states in 2018-19 - it is still not enough to 
address the education challenges it faces. Bihar’s per 
child spending on education is Rs 8526 (2015-16) as 
compared to Rs 14,615 on average across India.16

EMPLOYMENT 
	 Education, particularly formal secondary education, is the most effective way to 
 develop the skills needed for work and life. As such, it is widely considered one of the  
 best investments to expand prospects of skilled and adequately paid employment.17

	 Those with access to quality senior secondary education are significantly less likely  
 than workers with only a lower secondary education to be in vulnerable employment  
 or to work informally without a contract or social benefits.18

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
	 Quality education can counteract the social factors that hinder women’s labour  
 market participation. Earnings increase by approximately 10% for each additional  
 year of schooling19 - meaning that education not only helps to grow the economy  
 but also fights poverty.  
	 Increasing the share of girls completing secondary education by 1% increases  
 economic growth by 0.3%.20

EMPOWERMENT 
	 Education serves as an important tool to empower women and girls, and is one of 
 the most powerful investments to to prevent child marriage and early pregnancy.  
 With each year of secondary education reduces the likelihood of marrying as a child  
 before the age of 18 by five percentage points.21

A FULL CYCLE  
OF QUALITY 
EDUCATION

1 National Survey on Estimation of  
 Out of School Children, 2014
2 Ministry of Women and Child  
 Development statistics, 2018
3 6440 schools provide some kind of  
 secondary education out of 76,608 schools,  
 via U-DISE data, Flash Statistics, 2015-16
4 U-DISE data, Secondary Education Flash  

 Statistics, 2015-16
5 Of the 1,215,344 girls enrolled in Class  
 V11 only 275,002 were enrolled in Class XII,  
 U-DISE Data, Flash Statistics, 2015-16
6 U-DISE Data, Flash Statistics, 2015-16
7 Annual Status on Education Report 2018
8 ibid.
9 ibid.

10  U-DISE Data, Flash Statistics, 2015-16
11  ibid. 
12  As per the statistics presented by HRD  
  Minister in Parliament in December 2016
13  U-DISE Data, Flash Statistics, 2015-16
14  PRS Legislative Research, Bihar Budget  
  Analysis 2018-19, 2018
15  ibid.

16  Cry-CBGA, Public Financing of School  
  Education in India: A Fact Sheet, 2016
17  UNESCO, Education for people and  
  planet: creating sustainable futures for all,  
  Global education monitoring report, 2016
18  ibid.
19  UNESCO, Education Counts - Toward  
  the Millennium Development Goals,  

  Global education monitoring report, 2011 
20  World Bank, Measuring the Economic  
  Gain of Investing In Girls, Policy Research  
  Working Paper 5753, 2011
21  World Bank, Economic impacts of child  
  marriage: Global synthesis report, 2017
22  Incheon Declaration and SDG4 – Education  
  2030 Framework for Action, 2016

REFERENCES

RECOMMENDATIONS

	 COMMIT to allocate at least  
 20% of state public expenditure  
 to education in line with the  
 Incheon Declaration 
 recommendations.22

	 INCREASE the number of free  
 government provided secondary  
 and higher secondary schools,  
 including Bridge Schools to help  
 transition students who have  
 dropped out or fallen behind  
 back into formal education.

	 BRING FORWARD reforms that  
 will ensure all teachers receive  
 professional training and that  
 introduce new methodologies  
 to improve learning outcomes.




